Larger Gas Tank

An alternativeto “ Fat Tanks’ unitswhich are pricey and still require extensive modifications.

Zack Aldefer has came up with a modification to fit the Virago usng an '8 FL T Harley tank and has
been gracious enough to provide a step by step installation. He has also agreed to allow other Virago
ownersto contact him for further information on this conversion. E-mail buddha@itw.com

O.K. hereswhat | did... and with no major modification...here arethe steps:
1. Remove seat and old gastank.

2. Removefront rubber tank mounts

3. Useagrinder to grind the 2 mounting ear s off of the frame

4. Drill out the holein therear flange of the Harley tank so it will fit over the mounting peg on the
frame

5. Grind down oval " key" on framefor original tank until the flange from the new tank fits

6. Trial fit tank on frame...you will need to massage the frame a bit on the airbox hump on theright
side of the bike

7. Oncethetank isdown low enough for you satisfaction, you can now mark and drill the holes...be
sureto put siliconein the holes as the Japanese sted of thisvintage LOVESto rust.

8. Useyour preferred screwswith therubber grommetsthat should be used for thetank...I used self
tapping sheet metal screws, and | may upgradeto alonger bolt that goesthrough the frame

9. Now for the hookup. Buy ateefitting that will fit the fuel hose going to the carbs hook the carbsup
to thefitting, and then theline from thetap to the tee (this Harley tank only has one petcock). Also,
thereisafud crossover on thefront of thetank...use a length of fuel tubing to bridge this, or you will
have a mess on your handswhen you fill thetank for thefirst time

10. Plug the vacuum linesthat are attached to the intake manifolds

Likel said, it wasan 89 FLT tank. Thistank hasthe gasfill in the center, where HD usually putsthe
gpeedo. Try to get asmuch of thetrim as possible (dash, fill cap etc) asthey aretough to find at swap
meets. Thereisminor problem in that the steering tree boltswill hit the tank on a full lock turn...I am
currently trying to figure out a spacer system, | think a piece of steel wrapped around the limiting ears
to stop the bolts from hitting the tank.

Fed freeto contact mefor further information at the above E mail mailto:buddha@itw.com

Zack



